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CHRONOLOCICAL HISTORY OF THE TRIP FROM ILLINOIS TO OREGON

ERITTEN BY JOHN LUPTR, BROTHER OF MY GREAT GRANDFATHER

On April hth 1853 Martin Luper, wife and four childrem in company
ummumm,ammamerm,mnmmvm,mm
m-,mimhwmumphmmrermmm.

April Lth

FEEE

* A7th

Camped at Uncle Isaae Butler's farm about 12 miles from
our old home,

Camped 15 miles West of Greembush.
Camped 2 miles Vest of Burlington,
Camped at Mount Pleasant.

Crossed Smoke River at 10 A. M. and camped 15 miles West
of Wount Pleasant. |

Canped L miles West of Fairfield.

Camped 15 miles West of Fairfield.
Camped at Fremont.

Camped k4 miles Vest of Fremont,

Laid by on account of snow and wet.
Camped 7 miles West of Oskaloosa.
Camped at the Des Moines River,
Ganped at Knoxville.

Camped at Enoxville for high water,
Camped at Fleasantville.

Camped 10 miles West of Pleasantville,
Camped 1 mile North Vest of Indian Creek.
Canmped 29 Miles N.W. of Indian Creek.
Camped at Winterset Yeadows.



April 23rd
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" 15th
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Drove 4 miles North of Winterset by 5 P. M. in wind
and rain and nmud.

Camped at Winterset in a prairie.

Camped 36 miles West of Winterset river.

Camped ki miles West of Camp Grove.

Camped at Nicitenie River. Indlan town at river.
Camped 13 miles west of Indian town.

Camped at Natiomal River, 1l o'elock on the bridge.
Canmped Z miles West of Silver Creek.

Crossed the Wissouri River at Canesville, there loaded
in provisions enough to last us the rest of the journey.
{Comeil Bluffs, Grant,)

Stop 1 mile West of the Missouri River. (Omaha)
Camped 12 miles West of Missouri River.

At Elk Horn, tribdutary of the Platte River.

Ferried Elk Hom in our Wagon Box.

Stopped 16 miles West of Rlk Horn,

Camped on Flatte River at Shell Creek. There frost
was 1 inch thick,

On Loup Fork River. There we met teams going to their
old homes,

Watnmmawm

Camped 10 miles West of Sandy Bluff,

Camped 20 miles West of Sandy Bluff.

Camped on account of high winds, half day.

Camped at Prairie Creek.
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25th
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Camped at Wood Rat at noony at night at Beaver Creek.
Camped on a slough on Platte River called Tilen Creek.
Camped at Flatte River bend.

Camped at Platte River again,

Gasped on Flatte River on Sandy; laid by half day to
wash., Here Bub fell in Sandy and came near drowning
Camped 3 miles West of Flatte River.

Camped on Platie River again,

Camped West of river.

Camped on a slough near river.

Camped 12 miles West of Ancient Bluff, At a distance
these bluffes rosemble Ancient Castles or Fortifications.
Camped opposite Chimney Rock. It is on the south of
56111 close to bthis Rock. It resembles a high chimney
at a distance, and is LOO feet high.

Camped opposite Camel Hill by Coal and Scotts Bluff,
These at a distance look like a city or a fortification,
and was at a distance 36 miles but looks a short way
from us.

Oamped at Blue Rocks. From here we get the first
view of Laramie Feak and mowntains. Black Hills

100 miles away and is 6500 feet above sea level

and covered with snow.

6 miles off Rawhide Creek,

Passed Ft. Laramie and camped 15 wiles West of Ft. Laranie

Wmmm
Camped on Flatte River.
Canped on Platie River again.
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17th
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Fage four,

Canped on Flatle idver again,

Ladd by to wesh,

Canmped on River near old ford.

Camped up the River near the ford. He wore water
for 26 miles,

Canped near Mine Bluff,

Camped at Sage Springs Creek.
Canped al Swectwater at Independonce Rocite This

“grand rock is 125 feet long amd on it may be

seen the names of thousands of travellers,
Camped al Devils Gate, the greatest curiocsity on
the route; being a great canyon in the mountaing
in which a river flows with mmasing rapidity;
perpindieular walls 100 to hOO feet high. '
Camped on Sage Creeks |
Mhmmmmmnmm.
o water nor grass.

3 niles wost on Pacifie 'prings. First water
of the Pacific Cceans (Facific Springs to Pacifie
River to Sandy Eiver to Green River te Colorads
River to Gulf of Californie to Pacifis Ocsan.)
mmmammwm%t:?‘i:?
Cmuped 2 milee west of Litbtle Sandy.

Stopped to wash, one balf day, on Big Sandy.
Crossed Big Sandy desert.
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% 20th
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® 2lth
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July 1l1st
» 2nd
=
" Lth

Fage five.

To the River, a distance of 50 miles ne grass or
vegetation exeept sage. Camped near Sulptur Springs
on Green River.

Meny persons used wagons for ferry: This streem is
most dangerous on the route either to ford or ferry:
wuech property and many lives lost hers.

- Gamped on a brangh of Green River, (llere is where

I got my big seare at the old Indian that wanted to
look in the wagen. Jane)

Camped on branch of Greer River. Ice half inch
thick in the morning.

Laid by on this branch. _

Camped on a eveek § miles west of mountains.
Camped on Hams Fork of Green River,

Camped 2 miles west of Balsam Fir and there laid by.
Camped on Bear Valley Falls.

Snow 6 inches deep.

Camped on Willow Springs.

Canped at Soda Springs, 6 miles to Junction, and
Subletts Hall Road. S miles from here you will find
true guide to Oregone.

Cross Neut Ports River.

Camped 7 miles west Neut Fort River.

Camped on a spur of Hollowet Springs.

Camped opposite Fort Hall,

(#Port Neuf, Grant)
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Hountains Yo right and American Falls on Snake
Hiver,

fesms to be left blank, all asleep. )
Camped on a creek, had to ford on rocks.

The road passes between the rocks.

el

There had tc camp at ferd. No more grass for 25 miles

to creek, water but ne grups. Ve come to Snake River

again and camp 2 miles below toc Salmon Creek. Cross

Enake River, plenty of grzss and water, but no road on

south side. .

1lth Camped at Salmon Falls.

12th Camped at Shoot Creek and ferried in our wagon beds.
Stream rapid and difficult to cross.

13th  Camped on a creel. |

ihth Camped at the same oreek.

15th  left Snake River, Rcmwamm.

17k 10 miles off Raft River.

18th Omitted (Crant)

i9th On a marsh.

20th On a creek of the marsh.

2lst Cawped on a creek, no name given,
22nd  Camped on a river, no name given.
23rd & 24th On Goose Creek.



July 26th

26th

B g

Arrived on Halheur River,

Laid by on Malheur River.

Game on Birch Creek here is the last we see of Snake River,
At second ford of Bireh Creek,.

Camped at Burnt River,

At Grand Ronde Valley, most beautiful in Oregon, covered
with clovers '

At the foobt of the Blue Mountains.

At Grand Honde River.

At Dry Creeks

Camped at Museay River.

At foot of Blue Mountains. (West slope, Grant.)

Camped on Butter Creek.

Laid by on Willow Creek (came to Rock Creek in the night
but no grass.)

Came to John Day River crossing, :
Came to John Day and laid by at Columbia River.
That night lald by at Columbia River,

&t the Des Chutes River ferry, at Olneys.
Canped at a Creek.

Ipaving the Creek and camped at Oak Hollow, the
first Caks we have seen sinve leaving the States.
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Auge 22nd Camped at Indian town on Batechelors Creek.

ot 23rd it the Gate of the Cascade Mountaing and laid by.

®  2hth Camped on the Des Chutes Rivers little or mo grass there
thru the mountains, here we cut grass and carried it to
the stoek.

» 25th Near the Summit.

» 26th On 2ig Zag River.

®  27%h At the Devils Backbone,

»  208th Over the Yountains and camp at Fosters, at the foot of the
KMountains. Ist farm in the Valley., fere the Mmmigrants
can get what they want for themselves or their steck, all
of which is needed after ¢limbing the awful hills to
Oregon City, here we saw the first apples and had a taste.

Dear Traveller:
.Ph’:.l:idm-mm,hapmgmmwamedjmwm
Wules and horses stand the jouwrney, with care. Many kill their

teams hard driving and rumning the Buffalo. Oxen stand the journey
well; are a little slower than horses.



Yapories of the Trip "Aeross The Plains.”
By
Sarah Jane luper Douglas,

Bow as Uncle Johm luper has crossed "The Plains,” I will see
what T can think of, or see if I can freshen up my memory of those
WMM@MMMnmm,W,

ItmlnﬂnSpﬂngoflﬁSBihﬁImrunaflmm
mmmmmmw@,xmmm.
: :

hﬂ,aﬂwbﬂdﬂingthounhtimmdmmmming,
uﬂntdmaﬁttmwuhmwmwmmmﬂ
ummwwtmmwnamamnmm;
there we stopped for a while. I remember that Ma
mmmm,mrmmmmmuuum
the fashionably dresses women, It seemed to me that I never saw
so many pretiy women. I am surprised now, that our men
stop there. ;

3
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Welldo I :
one of his men away for

"Indian

I wrote my name on the Independence Rock that Unecle Jolm
mentions in his diavy, and I tried to do what Isaw others do, except

plunge into some stream and try to swim.
I also remewber 2 big snow storm on Bear River, on the Fourth of
duly, I also remeuber the Hot Springs and crossing a small stream



hunt up a camping place where there was water and grass, and wood

oregon, or botter yeb, into the Willametts Vallay, and on into Limn
County, where Pa bought out Avery Smith's "honation Claim." Pald
him $500,00 in gold, yes, in $50.,00 "Cold Slugs" that I never forgot.

There we were in a house again and how to have an earthen
to eal on once more. lut;ymkzmﬂlthomt,snﬁﬁiﬁ!

we reach the other couniry.

—



EY FAMILY

tn my side my great, great, great grandfather was Joseph Nellurtry
of Harrisburg, Pemmsylvania. He played the fife for the reeruiting
officers at Erie, Pomagylvanias in 1812, He made a wagon jacket in 1779
and had two pocket knives, all of which I have in my possession. Wy
sister, Katie, has a spinning wheel in her possession which was used
at that time.

Wy great grandfather, James Martin Iuper, born in 1817, married
Hargaret Hobinson in 1841 and he died in 1903, Sarah Jane Luper, a
daughter of James Luper, was born in 1843. She married James Sanders
Douglas in 1860. He was born in 1833 in Switserland County, Indiana
and they erossed the plains in 1853. He entered ministwy im 1859
at Gray's Harbor and was 2 local preacher until his death in 191k.
They had three children, one of which was my wother, Lillian Douglas,
and she was born September 22, 1862 at Centralia, Washington. She
married Charles E. Russell on October 29, 188L by Reveremd T. L. Jones
at loraine, Oregen. They bore eight children:; Lula, born November 18,
1885, at loraine, Oregon; Glyde Douglas, borm May 1k, 1887 at loraine,
Oregons Darius Ralph, born October 3, 1891 at loraine, Oregony Arthur
Forrest, born March 29, 1893 at Loraine, Oregons Katie (MMI) (Baby),
born September 20, 1895 at loraine, Oregon; Inez Bessie, borm February
7, 1898 at Loraine, Orvegony Jumes William, born June 27, 1901 at Eugens,
Oregony Bva (1¥I), born March 27, 1903 at Thurston, Cregon.
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My great grandfotier, Banister Wade Douglss, was bora in Richmond,
Virginia. He was named after Virginia's first governor. He married
in 1831, Sarah Sheets. Thelr son, James Sanders Douglas, was the husband
of Sarah Jane Luper.

wmummwumhmmmmt
was born. le was a major in the Civil War. He married Nancy latilda
tieCalister., Thelr son, James Westly, was killed in an Indian raid
in 1855 on his way Lo Oregon. Catherine Nangy, one of eleven childrem,
born September 16, 1837, married William Ralph Ruscell, lie was born
in September 11, 1527 in Jamesville, Ohio and died in 1900. He came
to Oregon in 1848, They had five children, one of which is ny father,
gharles E. Russell, born August 1ll, 1860, at Salem, Oregon, who married
Iillian Douglas, ny mother. They were active pioneers. My mobher died
in 1921 and wy father died in
1936. :

Catherine Nancy Russell, my gramduother, crossed the plains with
her parents to Lane County, Cregon in 1853 where she married Willlam
Russell. Mrs. Russell was an early pioneer, having crossed the plains
in 1852 in an ox cart at the age of 16, Her brother, James Cartwright,
was the ploneer who was killed by the Rogue River Indians in Cow
Cresk Canyon by a poisoned arrow in 1852, iis father, D. B. Cartwright,
founded the Cartwright stage station on the Suislaw River near Loraine
when stages traveled from Fortland to Roseburg on the cld mountain route,
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She and Williem Russell csme to Medford in 1888. She is & cousin of
Peter Cartwright, the famous pioneer Methodist minister of Illinois.
She was one of the first telegraph operators between Sacrarento and
Portland in the days of stages and took the message of the ussassination
of President Lincoln off the wire, which message her children have.
I warried Blizabeth Gredwohl (borz July 3, 1901 at Walla Walla,
Washington) on February 25, 1921 at Vancouver, Washington and we have
three children: LeHoy, bora December 28, 1522 at Eugsne, Oregong
snd twind, Loren and Raymond, borm March 16, 1983 st Walls Walla, Washington.



